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Amendment tn the Claims 

1 . (Cmxently amended) A flange cover with tiiin lip for engaging a flange liaving 
a terminal edge and a first and a second paif^ opposed side[[s]]. die flange cover 
comprising a generally concave body having e^istm^^asmmiy^F a closed end, a 
flange engaging leg and a trim lip. the flange engaging leg extending from the closed end 
for being affixed to the first side of the flange, and the trim lip exten ding irom the closed 
end to be spaced from the second side of the flange along an entire lengfli of die trim hp 
to locate die flange between the trim lin nnH th^ fi.n ee engapin,. l^p W^^^^^^^j^^j^ 
QPgrSble co ntact with the second side of the flang p 

2. (Original) The flange cover with trim lip of Claim 1, wherein the body is 
formed of a polymeric material. 

3. (Original) The flange cover wifli trim lip of Claim 1, wherein the body is free 
of a carrier. 

4. (Original) The flange cover with trim lip of Claim 1, wherein the body is free 
of structural metal. 

5. (Original) The flange cover widi trim Up of Claim 1, fluther comprising an 
adhesi ve for bonding an inside surface of the flange engaging leg to the first side of the 
flange. 

6. (Original) Tlie flange cover with trim Hp of Claun 1, further comprising a 
sealing member extending from an outside surface of the flange engaging leg. 

7. (Original) The flange cover with trim lip of Claim 1, further comprising a 
sealing bulb extending from an outside surface of the flange engaging leg. 

8. (Original) The flange cover with trim Up of Claim 1. wherein flie trim lip has a 
varying cross section along a length of the trim lip. 

9. (Original) The flange cover with trim Up of Claim 1, wherein the trim Up 
defines a hollow section within a cross section of the trim lip. 

10. (Currently amended) A flange cover for engagmg a flange having a first side 
and a second side, the flange cover comprising: 

(a) a flange Rnpappfi|nr pr^^r^r, ^^T„.intin£ m n n ntinl l] . - o f n flnuflo c ag - iguig lug fux 
e ngaging flio firnt aide of tho flnngo ; and 



2/13 



PAGE 4/15'RCVDAT8J2»20043:36:53 II [Eastern DayfightTime]*SVR:USPTO€FXR^^^^^ 



AUG-25-2004 WED 03:39 PM HARTER.SECREST & EMERY 



FAX NO. 585 232 2152 



P. 



(b) a trim lip connected to the flange engaging portion [[leg]], the trim lip having 
a free end, tlie trim Hp spaced from the second side of the flaiige along a lengtli of the 
trim hp to dispose a portion of the fla nge intermediate the trim tip and the flang e 
engagdneportion^ 

the flange engaging portion and the trim lii^ selec ted to nreclude onerable contact 
with, the second side of the flaaag g. 

1 1 . (Original) The flange cover of Claim 10, wherein the flange engaging portion 
is formed of a polymeric material. 

12. (Original) The flange cover of Claim 10, wherein the flange engaging portion 
is free of a carrier. 

13. (Original) The flange cover of Claim 10, wherein tlie flange engaging portion 
is free of stnictural metal. 

14. (Original) The flange cover of Claim 10, further comprising an adhesive for 
bonding an inside surface of the flange engaging leg to the first side of tlie flange. 

15. (Original) The flange cover of Claim 10, ftirther comprising a sealing 
member extending from an outside surface of the flange engaging leg. 

16. (Original) The flange cover of Claim. 10, fiurther comprising a sealing bulb 
extending from an outside surfiace of the flange engaguag leg. 

17. (Origin^) The flange cover of Claim 10, wherein the trim lip has a varying 
cross section along a length of the trim lip. 

18. (Original) The flange cover of Claim 10, wherein the trim lip defines a 
hollow section within a cross section of the trim lip. 

19. (Currently amended) A flange cover for engaging a flange liaving a first side, 
a terminal edge and a second side, the flange cover comprising 

(a) a single flange engaging leg adapted to engage onli: the fii:st sid e_Qftfae 
flange: and 

(b) a trim lip connected to the single flange engaging leg, the trim Jip configured 
to overlie the teraiinal edge and be spaced from the second side of the flange Jo dispose a 
portion of the flange intermediate th e trim lip and preclude operable contact of the flang e 
cover and, the second side of the flange . 
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20. (Original) The flange cover of Claim 19, wherein tlie flange engaging leg is 
formed of a polymeric material. 

21. (Original) The flange cover of Claim 19, wherein the flange engaging leg is 
free of a carrier. 

22. (Original) The flange cover of Claim 19, wherein the flange engaging leg is 
firee of structural metaL 

23. (Original) Tlie flange cover of Claim 19, further comprising an adhesive for 
bonding an inside surface of the flange engaging leg to th e first side of the flange. 

24. (Original) Tlie flange cover of Claim 19, further comprising a sealing 
member extending firom an outside surface of the flange engaging leg, 

25. (Original) The flange cover of Claim 19, further comprising a sealing bulb 
extending from an outside smface of the flange engaging leg, 

26. (Original) The flange cover of Claim 19, wherein the trim lip has a varymg 
cross section along a length of the trim lip. 

27. (Original) The flange cover of Claim 19, wherein the trim Hp defines a 
hollow section within a cross section of the trim lip. 

28. (Cuirently amended) A flange cover for operable location relative to a vehicle 
flange and a spaced interior trim piec e^enarate fi-om the flange cover, the vehicle flange 
having a first side and a second side, the flange cover comprising: 

(a) a flange cover body configured to engage only a single side of tlie flange and 
preclude contact witli tlie second side of tlie flange; and 

(b) a trim lip extending from the flange cover body and locating te. locate a 
portion of tlie interior trim piece intermediate the trim lip and the second side of the 
flange. 

29. (Original) The flange cover of Claim 28, wherem the trim lip is sized to 
occlude the gap. 

30. (Original) The flange cover of Claim 28, further comprising one of a 
reinforcing member and an elongation reducing member in tlie flajige cover body. 

3L (Original) Tlie flange cover of Claim 28, wherein the flange cover body is 
fi*ee of structural metal. 



4/13 



PA6E6f15'RCVDAT8f25/20043:36:53PM[EasternDayligMT^ 



AUG-25-2004 HED 03:40 PM HARTER, SECREST & EMERY FAX NO. 585 232 2152 



32. (Withdrawn) A method of installing a flange cover on a veliicle having a 
flange witli a first side, a temrbml edge and a second side, the metliod cpmprisiiig 
engaging a flange engaging leg of tlie flange cover with the first side of the flange to 
overlie the terminal edge with a portion of the flange cover, and space a trim lip fi-om tlie 
second side of the fl ange, the flange cover configured to preclude contact with the second 
side of the flange. 

33. (Withdrawn) The method Claim 32, finther comprising precluding contact 
between the trim lip and the second side of the flange. 

34. (Withdrawn) The method Claim 32, further comprising forming the flange 
cover to be fi-ee of sttxicttiral metal. 

35. (Withdrawn) The method Claim 32, further comprising connecting a sealing 
member to the flange cover. 

36. (Withdrawn) The method Claim 32, fkirther comprising robotically engaging 
the flange cover with, the flange. 

37. (Withdrawn) The method Claim 32, finther comprising i^moving the flange 
cover firom a reel prior to engaging the flange cover with the flange, 

38. (Withdrawn) A method of installing a flange cover on a vehicle having a 
flange with a first side, a terminal edge and a second side, the method comprising: 

(a) removing a leiigth of the flange cover from a reel; and 

(b) engaging at least a portion of the length of tlie flange cover with the first side 
of the fl ange to overlie the terminal edge with a porti on of the flange cover, and space a 
trim lip firom the second side of the flange, the flange cover configvired to preclude 
contact with the second side of the flange. 

39. (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 38, fiirther comprising engaging a single 
flange engaging leg with the flange to engage tlie flmige cover witli the flange. 

40. (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 38, further comprising robotically 
removing the length of flange cover from the reel. 

41 . (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 38, further comprising robotically 
engaging the length of flange cover with the flange. 

42. (Withdrawn) A method of installing a flange cover and a trim lip on a vehicle 
flange, the method comprising: 
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(a) installing an interior trim piece on the vehicle to be spaced from the flange and 
define a gap therebetween; and 

(b) engaging the flange cover with only a single side of the flange to locate the 
trim lip at least partially within the gap. 

43. (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 42, further comprising engaging the 
flange cover with only a single side of the flange to locate a portion of the interior trim 
piece intermediate a second side of the flange and tlie trim lip. 

44. (Witlidrawn) The metliod of Claim 42, further comprising engaging tlie 
flange cover with only a single side of the flange to overlie a portion of the interior trim 
piece with the trim lip, 
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